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Polite speech: 

Distant tone – One would consider it right to state… 

Long winded questions – Could you be so kind as to tell me…? 

Indirect questions: I was wondering if you could inform me about…? 

Expressing uncertainty – I am no expert, but… 

Certain connectives – nevertheless, notwithstanding, thus, hence 

Agreement and disagreement – see the following link HERE 

Avoid the use of phrasal verbs – tolerate instead of put up with 

Only use certain idioms – see the following link HERE 

Avoid contractions – can´t, won´t, gunna, wanna 

Use inversions – Should you require any further information, do not hesitate to 
ask… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://intercambioidiomasonline.com/2017/10/09/the-various-ways-of-expressing-agreement-and-disagreement/
https://intercambioidiomasonline.com/2018/01/25/10-idioms-that-can-be-used-in-semi-formal-texts/
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Making polite requests or asking questions: 

 

Before you make a polite request, you ought to ask for permission or 
apologise. 

 Sorry to interrupt… 

 Sorry to bother you… 

 Sorry, but do you have a moment… 

 Sorry, but could you spare a moment... 

 Sorry, but would you mind answering... 

 I am ever so sorry, but would it be possible to make an enquiry? 

 

 Would it be possible…? 

 Is there any possibility…? 

 Could you be so kind as to tell me…? 

 I was wondering if you could inform me about…? 

 I was wondering if it were possible to…? 

 Would you consider it right…? 

 I am ever so sorry, but could you…? 

 Sorry to bother you, could you be so kind as to settle a doubt…? 
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Rejecting requests: 

 I am afraid that that is not a possibility… 

 I am sorry, but that would be out of the question… 

 I am sorry to say that the request has been rejected… 

 I am afraid that the request has been turned down… 

 

 

Justifying: 

When you are not completely certain, you can try one of these more advanced 
(C1) English phrases: 

 I don't have any special reason for believing this. It just seems right to me 
that… 

 I could be wrong as I have no special reason for believing this. I just feel 
this is right as… 

 I´m not sure why I feel this way but I have reason to believe… 

 

When you ARE certain, try one of these phrases: 

 There is a lot of evidence to support my point of view. For example... 

 There are many facts in favour of my opinion. One such fact is... 

 From my own personal experience, I am lead to believe… 

  

 


